
INFORMAL COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA                   MARCH  5, 2018 
 
CITIZENS  TO  ADDRESS  THE  COMMISSION  
 

1. Ginna Holleman - United Way Presentation 
2. Steven Currie – Charter Commission 
3. Charlie Foust – Update from Charter Commission 
4. Barry Schmittou – Welfare of animals 

 
CALL  TO  ORDER  -  Mayor Durrett 
 
 
INTRODUCTION OF DIRECTORS 
 

1. Dave Kaske – Director of Animal Control 
2. Jeff Tyndall – Director of Regional Planning Commission 

 
 
PUBLIC  HEARING  REGARDING  ZONING  
 
CZ-3-2018: Application of Generation Constructors, LLC, from AG to C5 
 
CZ-4-2018: Application of George and Clemmie Gardner from M-2 to AG 
 
CZ-5-2018: Application of Stapp Investments, LLC, from AG to C-5 
 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
18-3-1: Resolution to Establish an Annual Training Program for Montgomery County 

Board of Equalization Members  
 

18-3-2: Resolution of the Montgomery County Board of Commissioners Approving 
Amendments to the 2017-18 School Budget 

 

18-3-3: Resolution to Implement the Jackson Law in Montgomery County, Tennessee, 
Regarding Solid Waste Processing Facilities  

 

18-3-4: Resolution Asking the Legislative Body of Tennessee to Amend Private Acts 
1979, Chapter 167 Regarding Hotel/Motel Tax 

 

18-3-5: Resolution Authorizing the Purchase of an X-Ray Scanner for the Historic 
Courthouse 

 

18-3-6: Resolution Approving and Authorizing the County Mayor to Undertake Efforts to 
Name a Segment of Highway 41A South to Edgar Harrell Highway  

 

18-3-7: Resolution to Appropriate Funds to Make Certain Immediate Improvements to the 
Public Safety Training Complex 

 

18-3-8: Resolution to Establish Land Purchase Guidelines as Internal Operating Rule of 
Montgomery County Commission as Recommended by the Rules Committee 



 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES 
 

1. Ag Committee Update/2017 Report – Rebekah Norman, Director 
2. School Liaison Committee Update – Commissioner John Genis 

 
 
ELECTIONS – NOMINATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS 
 

1.       County Mayor Nominations and Appointments – Mayor Durrett 
 
 
REPORTS  FILED 
 

1.  Minutes from February 12, 2018 
2.       Clerk’s Notary Report 
3.       Building & Codes Monthly Report 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
 

ADJOURN 
 



Public Participation at County Commission Meetings 

(Request to Appear before the Board of Commissioners) 

 

 

This form must be completed and returned to the County Mayor at least 72 hours before the date 

of the informal monthly meeting at which you wish to speak.  The informal monthly meeting is 

on the first Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. unless that Monday is a holiday.  If that occurs, 

the informal meeting will take place the following Tuesday. 

  

Unless you are notified to the contrary, you will be placed on the agenda subject to the following 

rules: 

 

1. Time limit of presentation will not exceed three (3) minutes. 

 

2. Subject matter should be limited to issues, without reference to personalities. 

 

3. Presentation will be in consonance with good taste and decorum befitting the occasion 

and dignity of the county commission meeting. 

 

4. The chairman may interrupt or terminate a presentation when it is too lengthy, personally 

directed, abusive, obscene or irrelevant.  

 

5. The chairman may limit the number of individuals who will be recognized to speak on 

one side of any given issue.  The number of presentations to be made at any given county 

commission meeting may also be limited in the discretion of the chairman. 

 

6. A brief outline of the presentation and its relationship to the business of the county 

commission must be included with this request form. 

 

 

Name  _Ginna Holleman________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  ____529 North Second Street, Ste. 1, Clarksville, TN 37040_____________________ 

 

Telephone  

___931.647.4291_______________________________________________________ 

 

Subject Matter  _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Individual or organization (if any) you represent  United Way of the Greater Clarksville Region 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  ___529 North Second Street, Ste. 1, Clarksville, TN 37040_______________________ 

 

Signature  ________________________________________   Date  _2/22/2018_____________ 

 

 

Please email to dlgentry@mcgtn.net 

mailto:dlgentry@mcgtn.net






Public Participation at County Commission Meetings 
(Request to Appear before the Board of Commissioners) 

 
This form must be completed and returned to the County Mayor at least 72 hours before the date 
of the informal monthly meeting at which you wish to speak.  The informal monthly meeting is on 
the first Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. unless that Monday is a holiday.  If that occurs, the 
informal meeting will take place the following Tuesday. Unless you are notified to the contrary, 
you will be placed on the agenda subject to the following rules: 
1. Time limit of presentation will not exceed three (3) minutes. 
2. Subject matter should be limited to issues, without reference to personalities. 
3. Presentation will be in consonance with good taste and decorum befitting the occasion and 

dignity of the county commission meeting. 
4. The chairman may interrupt or terminate a presentation when it is too lengthy, personally 

directed, abusive, obscene or irrelevant.  
5. The chairman may limit the number of individuals who will be recognized to speak on one 

side of any given issue.  The number of presentations to be made at any given county 
commission meeting may also be limited in the discretion of the chairman. 

6. A brief outline of the presentation and its relationship to the business of the county 
commission must be included with this request form. 

 
Name - Barry Schmittou 
Address - 2402 Old Ashland City Rd, Clarksville Tennessee 37043 
Telephone - 931-249-7449 
 
Subject Matter  - A nationwide group is being formed to get animal welfare included in public 
school lessons in an effort to prevent the high euthanasia rates in many shelters in Tennessee and 
throughout our nation. The effect on the persons trying to help the overwhelming number of 
animals is stunning as evidenced by Maddies Fund Non Profit. They have seminars on 
Compassion Fatigue that’s experienced by shelter staff and volunteers. Maddies Fund wrote : 
“unless people who work with animals learn how to keep themselves emotionally healthy they’ll 
be at high risk of depression, anxiety, physical illness and even suicide.” 

Many rescuers in Clarksville use Facebook to find homes for dogs and cats and they 
often write about the heart break they have every day ! I’ve entered the Petco Foundation’s Life 
Saving Innovation contest with the idea of getting the well-known sponsors to use their influence 
to help us get animal welfare included in public school lessons. My video has three times more 
views than any other in the contest. 100 percent of contest winnings go to Non Profits. The video 
can be viewed by going to Youtube and searching the words Cat Crooner, then click on the 
picture of my cat who looks like she’s talking. You’ll see supportive comments from viewers. 

Urgent ! On November 13th Montgomery County Tennessee wrote on Facebook saying : 
 

“We are at Cat capacity right now.” 
 

            One day later WSMV TV wrote this about Nashville’s shelter :  
 

“Metro Animal Control's adoption floor is nearly at capacity for dogs and 
over capacity for cats.” 



 
Nashville’s overcapacity is extremely important because it occurred while Nashville is a 

pilot city for Mars Petcare. They’re giving Nashville amazing help in adoptions, education, 
philanthropy and direct action !  

Metro's Shelter Director Lauren Bluestone told me we need a "culture shift" so people 
stop thinking that surrendering pets to the shelters is a first resort. Director Bluestone also said 
educating children is the best way to cause the culture shift and she said getting this into public 
school lessons is an excellent idea. I asked if she could reach out to singing stars in Nashville 
who are interested in helping animals and ask them to help get all aspects of animal welfare 
(including the need to spay and neuter) into public schools, and she said yes ! 

Shortly you’ll see the statistics for Montgomery Counties high euthanasia rates which 
occur even though many people are doing everything they can to help.  

I’ve compiled quotes from many counties so you can know the magnitude of the 
problem. Here’s a quote from Cheatham Counties website :  

 
“Cheatham County Animal Control is a County Government facility that receives nearly 
2200 animals a year with room to house only 50 at a time. Only four staff members clean, 
feed, treat, bathe, intake, answer phone, and make onsite calls for: at large, cruelty, 
neglect, and all other issues. Cheatham County is over 360 square miles and is filled with 
unwanted animals. We are leading our staff and our community toward a culture change - 
which will take time...time our animals do not always have on their side. Your help is 
needed and appreciated.” (end of quote) 

 
Many of us rescue homeless cats and kittens including ferals that are not included in the 

government statistics because we take them to the veterinarians our self. Some survive and find 
homes but others suffer and die. I’ve also talked with numerous people including business 
owners in Clarksville who found kittens that were suffering or dying, and there are many 
examples of boxes full of kittens being dumped along roadsides, at many animal rescues, 
Churches, veterinarians’ offices, and businesses.  

 
Dickson County Humane Society’s Lead Cat Person Barb Rigsby told me : 

 
“We have an extremely urgent situation” “It’s heart breaking seeing kittens thrown from 
cars when they could be taken to a shelter and helped. There are good people out there, but it 
seems like we are fighting a losing battle, but we can’t quit.”  

 
“I have a broken heart everyday” said Suzanne Harpel who founded Cats Are Us shelter. 

Many people call them about kittens they don’t want or kittens they found dumped, but Cats Are 
Us is an all-volunteer shelter in Montgomery County and they can’t take them all. 

Mayor Jim Durrett shared Montgomery Counties shelters statistics for June on his Facebook 
page. The stats included 218 euthanizations. Mayor Durrett wrote :  
 
“Sad!! We have to make this change.”  
 

The high euthanasia rates have continued in Montgomery County even though our very 
dedicated Animal Control Director and staff and many wonderful volunteers are doing 



everything they can to prevent this. They were on TV in multiple months in 2017 desperately 
asking for help but they continue to be flooded with owner surrenders and strays. In May a TV 
station reported that Montgomery County Animal Control said "We have dogs stacked one 
behind the other with very little room.”   

If you go 112 miles east the same things are occurring. Focus on Cumberland County 
Animal Shelter Founder Jan Shaw-Hendrixson wrote : 'They beg for fosters, I beg for fosters, it 
hasn't worked." Jan and everyone with Focus on Cumberland County Animal Shelter raised over 
$300,000 to build a new animal shelter in Cumberland County. They are awesome examples of 
volunteers who do everything they can to help eliminate suffering and death of homeless animals 
and find them all a good forever home ! 

I talk with people about this very often. The public loves animals very very much, but the 
great majority of the people I talk with have absolutely no knowledge of the shelters extreme 
overcrowding and the high euthanasia rates. If they knew I believe we would see more people 
spaying and neutering. We desperately need people to stop letting their cats and dogs breed 
endlessly and then giving the offspring away. This makes it harder for animal control to find 
homes for the kittens and puppies they have flooding in every day. Additionally when people 
discover they can’t find homes for the free kittens and puppies they take them to Animal 
Controls. I have quotes from one nearby shelter manager who said they have to euthanize kittens 
when they have no space and no one to foster.  

Earlier you saw Maddies Fund quote about the “compassion fatigue that shelter and 
rescue staff and volunteers can experience. Maddies Fund also wrote “culture shift required” in 
their lessons on Responsible Life Saving Public Policy.  

Now you’ve seen three separate officials in Middle Tennessee and national 
philanthropists Maddies Fund calling for change ! I’ve seen many more examples of people 
calling for a culture shift or change ! 

All the Petco Contest Investors have wonderful mission statements about saving 
homeless pets lives and everyone’s going way above and beyond the call of duty to help ! 
Innovation Investor Jackson Galaxy inspired us when he wrote the best dreams are big and “the 
time to act is now” 

Here’s the best big dream to achieve the most improvements ! Our overcapacity 
government shelters are funded by tax payers and so are public schools. We can save millions of 
lives by assuring lessons on animal welfare are taught to 100 percent of our current and future 
generations and also encourage them to tell their parents.  

We also need religious and community leaders and news media to increase messages 
about the overcapacity shelters and the high euthanasia rates. We need this to be very important 
in the priorities of elected officials. We may need to create a Political Action Committee.  

My motivation is saving lives, but some people may be interested in all the tax payers 
money that will be saved when we use our public schools lessons to greatly minimize the 
challenges we face in animal welfare.  

Thousands of nonprofits and businesses are working to help animals ! Please realize the 
tremendous power we’ll have when we join together to make all of this happen !  
 
Individual or organization (if any) you represent - We have not decided on a name yet but it may 
be Prioritize Animal Welfare (PAW) Plan 
 
Signature - Barry Schmittou  Date March 2nd 2018 









































































































































 
COUNTY MAYOR NOMINATIONS 

 
MARCH 12, 2018 

 
 

AIRPORT AUTHORITY LIAISON COMMITTEE   2-yr term (max 4 yrs) 
 
Commissioner Ed Baggett nominated to replace Commissioner Ron Sokol for a two-year term to 
expire March, 2020. 
 
Commissioner Jason Hodges nominated to serve another two-year term to expire March, 2020. 
 
Commissioner Tommy Vallejos nominated to serve another two-year term to expire March, 2020. 
 
 
 
JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER      1-yr term (max 4 yrs) 
 
Joe Papastathis, (part-time employee), has been filling an unexpired term and is now eligible to serve 
his first full one-year term to expire March, 2019. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

COUNTY MAYOR APPOINTMENTS 
 

MARCH 12, 2018 
 

 
FIRE CHIEF 
 

(requires Commission approval) 
 
Ed Baggett was previously appointed as “Interim” Fire Chief in January, 2018, which was incorrect.  
This appointment is to formally appoint Ed Baggett as Fire Chief for Montgomery County, Tennessee, 
until further notice.  
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